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April  29,  2022

Subject:  Promoting  your  candidacy  in  the  2022  provincial  election

Dear  Candidate:

Congratulations  on  your  candidacy  as  a  Member  of  Provincial  Parliament  in  the  upcoming 
election.  We,  the  Ottawa  Food  Policy  Council  (OFPC),  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
introduce  ourselves  as  a  resource  and  to  ask  you  to  consider  how  you  can  demonstrate  your 
commitment  to  Good  Food  in  your  campaign  and  in  your  future  work  as  a  Member  of 
Provincial  Parliament.

OFPC  is  working  towards  a  food  system  in  the  Ottawa  region  that  emphasizes  social  and 
economic  justice  and  environmental  sustainability  throughout  the  entire  food  cycle,  from  farm 
to  fork,  and  back  again.  OFPC  facilitates  local  discussions  on  the  elaboration  of  policies 
related  to  food  and  is  uniquely  positioned  to  provide  cross-sectoral  input  that  reflects  citizen 
voices.

Our  work  is  guided  by  the  definition  of  Good  Food  developed  by  community  stakeholders  in 
Ottawa.  Good  Food  is  fresh,  accessible,  affordable,  culturally  relevant,  minimally  processed,
as  local  as  possible,  ecologically  grown  and  produced/processed/distributed  in  such  a  way  as
to  support  just  and  sustainable  livelihoods.

Ontarians  need  provincial  MPs  who  will  champion  Good  Food  in  their  communities  and  in 
Parliament.  We  encourage  you  to  incorporate  a  Good  Food  lens  into  your  platform  and  to
champion  policy-  and  decision-making  that  prioritizes  Good  Food.

We  would  like  to  help  promote  what  you  stand  for!



The Ottawa Food Policy Council (OFPC) is asking you to complete the attached survey
(below), and provide your responses by Friday, May 13th, to demonstrate how you will
champion Good Food in Ontario.  OFPC is a member of Sustain Ontario, and is using this
opportunity to promote their Vote ON Food initiative, which has been worked on by food
networks across Ontario. Background information can be found here.

Candidates vying in Ottawa will be provided the opportunity to respond and all responses will
be posted the following week on the OFPC website. Broad networks will be sharing your
responses, (newsletters, blogs, and social media), in an effort to promote what you
stand for on this important election topic.

Sincerely,

Chris Evans
Chair
Ottawa Food Policy Council

About the Ottawa Food Policy Council
OFPC is an independent body that seeks to facilitate discussions on, and elaboration of,  local
policies impacting food systems. Comprised of individuals representing all aspects  of the food
system, OFPC is uniquely positioned to provide cross-sectoral input that  reflects the citizen
voice.

Our mission is to have a food system that emphasizes social, economic, and  environmental
sustainability through the entire food cycle (i.e., from seed to waste) and  in which food is
celebrated and enjoyed.

Our work is guided by the definition of Good Food developed by community  stakeholders in
Ottawa’s Food for All project. Good Food, which we use interchangeably with “high quality
food”, is fresh, accessible, affordable, culturally  relevant, minimally processed, as local as
possible, and ecologically grown.
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https://sustainontario.com/
https://sustainontario.com/2022/04/26/2022-vote-on-food-campaign/
https://ofpc-cpao.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Food_for_All_Values.pdf


   
               

               
     

                  
     

      

         

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:

2. Support training and long-term access to farmland for Ontario’s new farmers?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:

3. Incentivise and support sustainable farming practices?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:

3 of 6

Vote  ON  Survey  2022
Please  respond  to  each  question  and  return  this  form  to  us  by  Friday,  May  13th.

To  help  inform  voters  in  choosing  a  candidate  that  champions  Good  Food,  we  will  be  posting
your  responses  on  our  ofpc-cpao.ca  website  on  May  13th.

You  are  also  invited  to  submit  comments  in  each  section  -  by  filling  in  this  form  (up  to  a 
maximum  of  500  characters  per  question).

If  elected,  what  will  you  do  to:

1.  Preserve  Ontario  farmland  and  protect  it  from  sprawl,  speculation  and
  commodification?

http://ofpc-cpao.ca


4. Extend a healthy school food program to all children and youth in Ontario?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:

5. Advance food literacy education for all students in grades K-12?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:

6. Establish community-led standards for accessibility and soil testing in
community gardens?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:
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Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:

8. Ensure that social assistance rates include the cost of a nutritious food basket
in all regions?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:

9. Use healthy food to serve health needs?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:

10. Guarantee public sector purchasing of local food and farm products?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:
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     7.  Prioritize poverty reduction?



11. Strengthen protections for migrant farm and food workers?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:

12. Establish a Provincial Food Policy Council?

Yes ⬜
No ⬜
Abstain ⬜

Comments:
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	Radio Button1: Yes
	Radio Button2: Yes
	Radio Button3: Yes
	Radio Button4: Yes
	Radio Button5: Yes
	Radio Button6: Yes
	Radio Button7: Yes
	Text Field1: Urban sprawl is expensive, terrible for the environment, and destroys farmland and wetlands. We will strive to protect the farms that feed us and the wetlands the prevent flooding. Ontario Greens are determined to stop urban sprawl by freezing urban boundaries across the province, ending the exclusionary zoning rules as well as the rampant speculation that is happening in the housing market.
	Text FieldNAME: Michelle Petersen
	Text FieldPARTY: Green Party of Ontario
	Text FieldRIDING: Orléans
	Text Field2: Ontario Greens believe in making smart investments now to lessen the blow of climate change and ensure food security. We must become a world leader in research and development to ensure the future we deserve. We would support initiatives such as the Ridgetown Campus at the University of Guelph to tackle issues related to food security and climate change.

	Text Field3:  Greens will :
- support the transition from chemical based agriculture, to soil-health agriculture
- encourage food conservation and circular economy uses of food industry by-products, ban food waste from landfills or incinerators
- support a robust organics management sector that recycles what cannot be fed to people/animals into healthy soils and biogas
- incentivize on-farm composting or anaerobic digestion with biogas recovery of agricultural wastes such as manure
	Text Field4: Children cannot learn on an empty stomach. We can fix that problem in Ontario, while giving a much needed boost to local farms. Let’s create an Ontario-wide school lunch program to guarantee at least one healthy meal for every student. With provincial action, we can buy from local growers and create thousands of jobs - improving learning outcomes at the same time. 
Reducing hunger and buying local - that’s how you Build Back Smarter!
See : https://secure.gpo.ca/healthy-food-ontario-schools
	Text Field5: Ontario Greens will increase funding for enhanced outdoor education, green space in school yards, and enhanced curriculum content on critical environmental topics such as food literacy and climate change.
	Text Field6: Greens will : 

- provide start-up funding and land for community-owned healthy food markets, community gardens, and rooftop growing spaces, particularly in urban food deserts. 

- review all Ontario laws for accessibility barriers and ensure that all future funding and policy choices are made through an
accessibility lens.

- review and revise the Design of Public Spaces standards.
	Text Field7: Greens are determined to end poverty in Ontario. As a first step we will double the rates of ODSP and move towards a universal basic income.
We believe Ontarians should never have to choose between paying their rend and putting food on their table.
	Text Field8: With significant investments in deeply affordable housing, reducing the cost of transit fares, doubling ODSP as well as moving towards universal basic income, we will ensure that Ontarians can afford nutritious, healthy food across the province.
	Text Field9: While other parties wait for every crisis to reach a boiling point, our vision is to try to solve problems at their source. When it comes to healthcare, this means helping people to access healthy food and a place to call home.  
	Text Field10: Our plan calls for protections and investments to help local food systems thrive. Whether in schools or LTC facilities healthy, quality local food as an important component of wellbeing. By connecting the dots between these our local schools, care facilities and farms we can create healthy, affordable and environmentally sustainable communities.
	Text Field11: Lax inspections, unsafe housing, under-regulated temp agencies, and fewer labour rights put these workers at risk. It’s time to give seasonal farm workers the dignity they deserve. Greens will : Enforce stronger inspections of workplaces and housing, Review Ontario’s labour laws to strengthen protections, Enhance regulations of temp agencies, Create a provincial housing standard, Work with the federal government to create a pathway to permanent residency or citizenship
	Text Field12: A Provincial Food Policy Council would complement local councils' needs and to ensure we are working towards the same goals and that local voices are taken into consideration in future planning. Together we can bring food production closer to home making it easier to access fresh, nutritious and affordable food.
	Radio Button8: Yes
	Radio Button9: Yes
	Radio Button10: Yes
	Radio Button11: Yes


